Culture / heritage section

STARLIGHT project sections, titles & topics

1. Cultural – historic access to the sky and the stars

1.1 The fascination of the stars 
1.2 Prehistoric cultures and mankind's first star witnesses
1.3 The legacy of the Greek and Roman antiquity
1.4 The knowledge of the advanced civilisations
1.5 Middle Ages fear of the sky and stars
1.6 Renaissance and the Age of Enlightenment
1.7 The exuberant imagination of Baroque 
1.8 Imaginary worlds – the 19th century 
1.9 Reaching for the stars – the 20th century


2. Perception of the stars in literature, theatre, the arts, and architecture 

2.1 Myths and legends linked to the stars
2.1 Symbols and metaphors
2.2 Stories and fables
2.3 Demystification as an artistic means
2.3 Decorative styles


3. Religion and stars
3.1 Stargazing in the world religions
3.2 Religion and esotericism - the challenge of drawing boundaries
3.3 Astronomy and astrology - science and pseudoscience
3.4 Heaven and stars in Christian imagery in churches and monasteries
4. Cultural landscapes and their links to the stars
4.1 What makes a landscape a cultural landscape?
4.2 Perception and interpretation of cultural landscapes
4.3 Spiritual landscapes and their proximity to the stars
4.4 The perception of stars in a dark landscape

4.0 Tourism and the appreciation of the stars

4.1 Tourism - a sector in constant search of new offers
4.2 Tourists’ expectations in terms of accessible and sustainable tourism
4.3 The new awareness of light pollution and the recognition of the importance of the dark sky
4.4 Dark skies observation as a competitive asset for sustainable and experiential tourism
4.5 Journeys to oneself and the role of the stars

5. Star tourism as an emerging trend in tourism

5.1 Trying a definition: star tourism, astrotourism
5.2 Searching for the unpolluted view of the stars
5.3 The development of tourism offers for star tourism
5.4 The storytelling approach for scientific dissemination and tourist engagement
5.5 Case studies, good practices and analysis for star tourism
5.6 Training and upskilling for star tourism: digital and territorial marketing, business planning, entrepreneurship, and career guidance
5.7 Transnational networking in star tourism
5.8 Star tourism as the perfect offer in times of a pandemic
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